
Vincent Y
Highlight

Vincent Y
Highlight

Vincent Y
Highlight

Vincent Y
Sticky Note
Usually the three topics you will be researching will be one of the first thing on the background guide. Be sure you understand what they each mean and look up definitions if you don't know some of the words. Don't worry about not knowing their exact context as that is what will be developed in the rest of the background guide.
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Welcome to the Background Guide. In this I go through one of the three topics as an example of what you probably should focus on and internalize.Formatting notes: General comments are on the left margin. Comments that revolve more around this particular committee/example will be on the right side

Vincent Y
Sticky Note
I'll run through one of these topics as an example. Ensuring Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern Energy for All. I would make sure to know what all the terms mean by themselves. 
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It is good to know some of the history of your committee. It'll give you a broad understanding of the things your committee has and will try to achieve.
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The primary goals of GA 2 ECOFIN are listed in this paragraph. Things I think are important to note are already highlighted.
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The first sentence usually has the topic so you can use it to re-familiarize yourself with which of the three you are focusing on.
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UN wants to ensure modern energy that is affordable, reliable and sustainable is prevalent so that countries can achieve sustainable development.
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Describes why this topic is important. Energy is needed for all the listed aspects and more.

Vincent Y
Highlight

Vincent Y
Sticky Note
Beginning paragraph is usually an introduction to the topic and why it is important to the UN. Understanding some of the reasonings behind the UN debating the topic could help when presenting your own idea.
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List some of the problems that pertain to the topic. Expect these to be major influences in your committee.
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This paragraph describes some of the actions currently undertaken by the UN that pertains to this topic.
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To address Modern Energy, the UNECE has already created the committee on Sustainable Energy which is already working towards access to affordable and clean energy to all. You could research more into the committee and other terms such as what "SDG Goal 7" means.
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Previous resolutions that helped lay a framework for the current topic and are helpful to know so that they can be built upon in your committee.
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Describes some specific resolutions. Could be helpful to research the mentioned resolution and gain a greater understanding about previous documents.
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Data and research that have been gathered and are relevant towards the topic. Sources can be found at the end in case you'd like to fact check or do some further reading.
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Understanding some of this data and why it is important will help you in your committee. For example it provides data about how the access to energy has been increasing but there are still large populations using polluting fuel.
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Provides a possible route for GA2 to work towards.
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The Question section is the most important part of each topic. It lists the exact talking points/questions that will be discussed. Make sure by the end of your research you understand your country's view on each of these questions. If you don't understand parts of the question make sure to research that.
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Most topics will have 2-3 questions attached. After you are done researching your country, try to list out the topic order that you are most comfortable with based on your knowledge and these questions and then during the actual debate you can vocalize your ideas on agenda order or just vote for the ones you think you can speak the strongest about.
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Specific examples for the question part of the background guide will be addressed in the main document about "Honing in on your Committee"
















